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1 million sq ft brand new B1, B2 & B8

M42 4 miles; Birmingham Airport 16 miles

Occupy in as little as 18 months

Redditch Gateway
A major new Worcestershire business park
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Companies succeeding 
in Redditch today
A small selection of over 3,000 companies based in Redditch.

Amco
In Redditch since 1983
Supply chain logistics

Solid State Supplies
In Redditch since 2005
Electronics OEM supplier

Mettis
In Redditch since 1996
Precision component OEM

Halfords
In Redditch since 1971
Motoring & leisure retail HQ

UK-NSI
In Redditch since 1987
Automotive driver information 
systems

Steatite
In Redditch since 2002
Extreme environment IT

Komatsu
In Redditch since 1972
Construction and mining vehicles

iForce
In Redditch since 2002
Supply chain logistics

GKN Aerospace
Originally established 1759
Manufacturing & technologies

 

Thorlux Lighting
In Redditch since 1989
Luminaire design & manufacture

Bee Lighting
In Redditch since 2006
Vehicle lighting design

Grupo Antolin
In Redditch since 2015
Automotive interiors

Heller
In Redditch since 1979
CNC machine tools

Lear Corporation
Originally established 1917
Automotive seating systems

Arcus FM
In Redditch since 2016
Facilities management

Company dates and descriptions from a variety of sources and, due to takeovers etc, subject to interpretation.



“We were outgrowing our 
premises in Upminster and 
having difficulty recruiting. 
Redditch offered good 
space plus access to an 
attractive labour market. 

It has worked: 18 months in, 
recruitment and retention 
are good. We have grown 
and continue to do so. We 
are very happy with the 
move to Redditch.“

Chris Green  
CEO, Arcus FM
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A one million sq ft new 
centre for business



Phase Unit Total  
(sq ft)

Phase 
Total  

(sq ft)

1
Unit A 285,598

364,702
Unit B 79,104

2

Unit C 73,732

149,648

Unit D 10,236

Unit E 10,236

Unit F 10,236

Unit G 22,604

Unit H 22,604

3
Unit AA 252,240

407,066
Unit BB 154,826

Total 921,416 sq ft

Schedule of Accommodation 
All areas are approximate gross internal

Situated beside the A435 
just four miles from the M42, 
Redditch Gateway offers 
custom-built, superbly 
connected space within an 
area known for its wealth 
of technology companies, 
attractive labour market and 
excellent quality of life.

The site is part of a strategic plan to build 

on Redditch’s strong industrial and skills 

base, powering-up its supply chain links, 

workforce skills and technological base.

Phase One (some 365,000 sq ft) is next 

to an existing business park and wholly 

within Worcestershire. Space there can be 

ready for fit out in as little as 18 months. 

The whole site should be fully developed by 

2025.

Why Redditch? Turn the page to learn more about why Redditch is such a strong contender.

Birmingham Airport: 16 miles
London Heathrow Airport: 100 miles

M42 J3: 4 miles  
Bristol Port, Avonmouth: 75 miles

Redditch train station and town centre: 3 miles

Bristol Port, Avonmouth photo above courtesy of The Bristol Port Company. Heathrow Terminal 5 photo, Hugh Llewelyn.
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A thriving 
industrial 
ecosystem
In the mid 20th century, the 
firmly established industrial 
base of Redditch included many 
factories producing aeroplane 
engine parts throughout 
and after WWII, Royal Enfield 
motorcycles and 90% of the 
world¹s needles and springs. 
Combined with its central 
location, this led, in 1964, to 
the selection of Redditch as 
a ‘New Town’, following which 
its population doubled to 
70,000. Now, as then, Redditch 
companies are in a strong 
position to adapt to changing 
times, as companies such as 
Thorlux, GKN Aerospace and 
Halfords, all demonstrate.

Known for its good road and rail 

communications, Redditch businesses 

today typically attract the majority of their 

employees from the local population (circa 

84,000). Most of the remainder (some 

42%) come from the highly accessible 

neighbouring districts of Bromsgrove, 

Stratford and Wychavon which have, 

between them, a population of over 

433,000 (ONS).

Redditch staff  
are good value.  

The average weekly 
pay is £456.70 -  

17% below GB 
average.1

Manufacturing 
strength
Redditch has almost three 
times the national proportion of 
manufacturing jobs.

Redditch  
22% W Mids

12% England
7.6%



Good skills & a healthy labour market

Manufacturing alone accounts for 22% 

of the workforce, nearly three times the 

national average. A good general standard 

of education combined with a tradition of 

technical and manufacturing sectors has 

led to higher than average apprenticeship 

starts - plus an employment profile which 

reflects the strength of those sectors in the 

area. Indeed, in addition to a central location 

and established supply chain systems, the 

skills and loyalty of the local labour market 

have been vital to the sustained success of 

established Redditch businesses.

High standards of living for all

Central to the ability of Redditch companies 

to retain staff - especially those in their 

twenties and early thirties - is the quality of 

life that is available. Being urban but next 

to open countryside, it offers convenience 

without the ‘claustrophobia’ of a large city. 

It has a wealth of comparatively affordable 

family housing plus charming country 

villages within easy reach. It has good 

schools and a good hospital. At almost all 

levels, those working in Redditch can enjoy 

a standard of living to treasure.

Why 
Worcestershire? Turn to page 10 to learn more about the county & the national importance of its trade routes.

Over 90% of schools within 10 miles 
rated as ‘Good’ or ‘Outstanding’

91% of secondary schools within 10 miles of 
Redditch Gateway are rated Good or Outstanding. 
This compares with, for example, 87% within 10 
miles of Oxford and 75% for Coventry.2

Good transport links + attractive 
employers = wide catchment area

42% of commuters travel from outside the district.
Bus services to town centre, suburbs & beyond.
Direct trains to Worcester (10 mins), Bromsgrove 
(10 mins), Birmingham (32 mins) and more.

91% 87% 75%
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To find out more about life 
and business in and around 
Redditch Gateway, call 
Jonathan Elmer of North 
Worcestershire Economic 
Development and Regeneration 
on 01562 732552 or email 
jonathan.elmer@nwedr.org.uk.

REDDITCH 
GATEWAY

STRATFORD
30 minutes

SOLIHULL
20 minutes

BROMSGROVE
15 minutes

HENLEY-IN-ARDEN
12 minutes

ALCESTER
20 minutes

DROITWICH
30 minutes

    
     

 10 miles

    

5 m
iles

1 Source: ONS 2017 Gross weekly pay by place of work, full time workers.
2 Source: www.gov.uk/school-performance-tables.
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“Redditch gave Thorlux 

the much needed space to 

expand the business. Being 

convenient for customers, 

suppliers and staff, 

Redditch continues to be a 

big factor in our worldwide 

growth.”

Richard Caple  
Thorlux Lighting
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Southern Rail Bridge, WorcesterAbbey Bridge, Evesham

Worcestershire:  
Trade Routes & 
Technology
For businesses which want a convenient, cost-effective location 
with a strong base of technical expertise and resources, 
Worcestershire has a powerful claim to being the most attractive 
county in the UK. It has invested highly strategically, building 
on long-established, niche manufacturing and horticultural 
industries. These arose from Worcestershire’s natural function 
as a central lowland trade route, just south of the UK’s historic 
centre of manufacturing.

With new bridges and road & rail 
schemes in place and with much more 
planned, travel within the county is fast 
becoming a real strength.

In the last two 
years, over £30m 
has been invested 
in Worcestershire 

transport 
infrastructure, 

with £60m more 
committed.

Step-change transport 
improvements



Worcestershire

London

BristolCardiff

Birmingham

Manchester

Liverpool

London

to Bristol

Diglis Bridge, Worcester Hoobrook Bridge, Kidderminster

Cardiff

Most of England & Wales 
lies within approximately 
100 miles including 
London and Liverpool, 
Southampton and 
Swansea
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Worcestershire essentially is the valleys of the Severn, Avon and 
Teme rivers and their tributaries. Central and bordered by higher 
ground it has provided trade routes since pre-Roman times, 
including a natural ford across the Severn at Worcester.

The national importance of Worcestershire’s

trade routes has grown dramatically since

industrialisation. What began with better 

bridges and roads continued with

new canals, railways to Birmingham and 

London, and yet more roads.

Rapid specialisation

Ever faster access to markets plus

new production technologies prompted

Worcestershire’s Victorian industries to

specialise. Kidderminster moved from

general cloth making, to carpets. Droitwich

industrialised the extraction of its natural

salt deposits. Farmers intensified, especially 

fruit producers in the Vale of Evesham. And 

across the north of the county, thousands 

of parts manufacturers sprang up to 

support the demands of Birmingham’s 

major manufacturers. In the 20th century, 

the largest of these were in the automotive 

and arms sectors, during which time 

Malvern took full advantage of a state-led 

opportunity to establish a defence

telecoms research industry (whilst creating 

a small automotive OEM of its own). The 

economy of this rural county thus has a 

long history of reliance upon specialist 

manufacturing and technology industries.

Major investments paying off now

Worcestershire has enjoyed exceptional 

EU, national government and private 

investment in recent years, in recognition 

of its geographical and industrial assets.  

This has enabled it to make 

step-change, strategic 

improvements in transport 

and IT infrastructure 

and to nurture its 

solid base of skilled 

manufacturing 

and technology 

businesses. 

Alongside, 

investments in 

housing, education, 

leisure facilities and 

access to beautiful 

countryside have created 

such tangible benefits for those 

who live and work in the county that, 

it now ranks amongst the best places to 

live in the UK. Much of this progress has 

been facilitated by a supportive, welcoming 

public sector.

94% superfast
Almost the whole county has 
access to superfast broadband.
(www.thinkbroadband.com)

Stable 
businesses

At 6%, the annual 
‘death’ rate of 
businesses in 

Worcestershire is half 
that of England.1

1 Source: Worcs CC 2018 Local Economic Assessment



The best of rural and urban life 

Being able to afford a decent home 

is central to overall quality of life. 

Worcestershire offers important advantages 

in this respect. Already less expensive 

than most surrounding areas, its stock of 

housing is growing even faster than its 

population (see overleaf), easing pressure 

on the market now and right through 

to 2030. Alongside all this building, 

the countryside is being protected and 

With fast, direct, trains to Bristol and the SW, 
Birmingham, the North and London, Worcester 
Parkway will be transformative.
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Worcs Coventry & 
Warks Oxon GB

Sector: Manufacturing jobs (% of total) 12.6% 11.6% 7.0% 8.2%

Occupation: Directors,  
professionals & technical (% of total) 49.4% 45.2% 59.8% 45.9%

Education: NVQ3 and above (% of total) 56.4% 55.9% 68.6% 57.2%

Pay: Average weekly pay by place of work £499.50 £551.40 £613.40 £552.70

House prices: Mid price 2 bed house* £168,725 £205,500 £251,000 -

Sector, skills & living standards: the above figures indicate a relatively stronger 

manufacturing and technical base and good living standards, even with lower wages. 

Figures relate to LEP zones. Source: ONS (nomis) Oct. 2018 except *BBC/ Hometrack.

An educated, manufacturing-oriented workforce

made more accessible, not least through 

the County Council’s Rights of Way 

Improvement Plan. For over a decade, this 

has been maximising access to the county’s 

orchards, woodlands, meadows and rivers. 

For indoor activities, all six municipal 

leisure centres have either been built, or 

thoroughly modernised, in recent years.

Worcester Parkway  
opens Q3 2019
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Mbps
10,000

5G

5G offers the  
speeds necessary for 
self-driving cars, the 

Internet of Things 
and more.

Housebuilding outstripping 
population growth

Worcestershire is one of the few counties 
to be not just complying with government 
requirements for new housebuilding, but 
exceeding it. Indeed, given that most new 
homes are occupied by two or more people, 
the figures here show how market pressures 
have been eased and will continue to be so. 

Transport: local, national, 
international

Having improved dramatically, travel from 

within the county is set to get better still. 

Investment via Worcestershire County 

Council alone of over £30 million in the 

last two years, will be matched by a further 

£60 million over the next ten. The county 

as a whole now has good access to the 

motorway network and to Birmingham 

Airport and HS2 railway station.

The most transformative transport 

development though, will be the new 

Worcester Parkway railway station. With 

500 parking spaces and convenient for 

the county’s large (40%) rural population, 

it will provide, for the first time within 

Worcestershire, access to the national 

south-west to north lines. It will make direct 

rail travel to and from Bristol, Birmingham, 

Cardiff, Manchester and London, a highly 

competitive option.

Strong industrial and 
skills base

Worcestershire 

repeatedly 

leads 

all 38 

A state funded joint project 
between Worcestershire County 
Council, University of Surrey, AWTG, 
Huawei, O2, BT and the Malvern Hills 
Science Park. 

Growing faster

5%
Worcs

4.4%
W Mids

4.3%
England

Gross Value Added  
2011 - 2016

National 5G test bed



2018 to 2025

2014 to 2017

2026 to 2030

15,210 more homes  
7,500 more residents
More than two new homes built 
for every new resident since 
2013/14.

21,500 more homes  
29,402 more residents 
Population growth is expected to 
outpace housebuilding  between 
now and 2025.

38,000 more homes  
43,441 more residents
House building matching 
population growth: 7 homes for 
every 8 residents.

Worcestershire is 
exceeding government 
house building targets

Good housing 
supply

enterprise partnership areas in productivity 

growth, according to the ONS. Better still, 

the benefits of that growth are relatively 

evenly distributed: in 2017 the Joseph 

Rowntree Foundation reported that 

Worcestershire achieved the strongest 

growth in higher level workforce skills 

and the third highest growth in general 

prosperity, across England. In no small part, 

this is due to good overall standards of 

education: 91% of Worcestershire secondary 

schools are currently Ofsted rated Good or

Outstanding. This compares with 81% for 

Warwickshire and 88% for Oxfordshire. 

As with location and connectivity, 

and with lifestyle and public services, 

the industrial and skills base of 

Worcestershire is exceptionally strong, 

business-oriented and welcoming.  

To find out more, please see contact 

details overleaf.

Smaller  
skills gap

Of vacancies in 
Worcestershire, 16% were 

hard to fill due to skills 
shortage, compared with 

23% for England.
Population: ONS. Economy & housing: Worcs CC 2018 Local Economic 

Assessment, WLEP and regional development plans.



For enquiries regarding Redditch 
Gateway please contact:

Jonathan Elmer
jonathan.elmer@nwedr.org.uk

T: 01562 732552

M: 07718 695315

www.nwedr.org.uk

M50

M42

M5

M5

Ross-on-Wye & 
Cardiff

Birmingham & M6

M40 &  
Birmingham 
Airport

Bristol & 
Exeter

Major New Worcestershire 
Business Parks & Sites

1. Redditch Gateway
2. Malvern Hills Science Park
3. South Kidderminster Enterprise Park
4. Worcester Six
5. Worcester City

Please note: All statistics and other information  

within this document are provided in good faith but 

should not be relied upon.

Redditch 
Gateway


